
STATE OF MINNESOTA DISTRICT COURT

COUNTY OF RAMSEY SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Power Line Task Force

Plaintiff,
Court File No.: C3-99-  10952

V. AFFIDAVIT OF HEIDI BENEDICT

Minnesota Environmental Quality Board
and Northern States Power Company,

Defendants.

STATE OF MINNESOTA )
) ss.:

COUNTY OF HENNEPIN )

1 .  I am employed by Northern States Power Company (NSP)  as an Environmental

Analyst and am responsible for monitoring developments in research regarding electric and

magnetic fields (EMF), including research related to possible health effects.

2 .  I appeared at a meeting of the Mendota Heights Planning Commission Meeting,

Tuesday, February 22, 2000 on behalf of NSP to provide information on the Southeast Metro

115 kV  Transmission Line Project.

3. At the meeting, I was asked a question about interference from electric fields on

cardiac pacemakers and other implantable medical devices.

4 .  In response to the question I stated that it has been known for some time that

under certain circumstances, EMF can interfere with pacemakers. For this reason, the American

Conference of Industrial Hygienists (ACGIH) issued EMF exposure guidelines for workers with

pacemakers. At the power frequency of 60 Hz the guidelines are 1 G (1,000 mG) for magnetic

fields and 1 kV/m  for electric fields.



5 . The EMF effect described above is specifically related to those external electric

fields that could potentially interfere with the pacemaker’s ability to sense normal electrical

activity in the heart,

6 . The effect described above is different from other health effects of EMF exposure

previously described in published scientific studies which examine the risk of cancer and other

adverse effects on human health or reproducible biological effects.

Further Affiant Sayeth Not.

Sworn to before me
this /{ day of June, 2000

NOTARY FVBLIC-MINNESOTA
My Commiswon Expires  Jan. 31.2oB
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