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NSP calis on experts
to answer critics

To the asditor:

The Minnessta Environ-
meéntnl QGuality Board on Aug.
19 approved its stall’s recom-
mendation that no forther
study wos needed on Northern
Btater Power Cos proposed
electric transmigsion line pro-
ject in the Morristown area.
Time did not permit conaider-
ation of the steffs dmilar reec-
pmmandation for 8 transmis-
sion project in the southeast
pretrs ares. This eoen iaclodes
Bunfish Lake, South 3t. Paul,
Inver Grove Heights and Men-
dota Heighta, where local op-
penents are concerned there
could be negative health ei-
fects from power lines and the
elactric or magnetic fields
(EMF?} they create,

The staff reeommendation
is ancther in a long and con-
giztani series of decimions by
Minnesota policy-makers that

wflirme the adequacy of exist- |

ing research on the health af-
feeta izaues. .

This is impartant to all
NSP rustomers because a se-
ried of electric transmission
hinge upgrades are becoming
necessary in the next several
YEATE to smelain power relia-
bility in high demand growth
arean, and 1o minimize owl-
ages fFom slorms or aguips
ment problems in the metro
arem.

The recent action of the
MEGH on ithe Morristown-

he siali rec-

Lake-aréa pagject are wel
foupded on the lalest acience
and also meat the publiz in-
teresta of safe and reliable
electric power in our metro
ared. The simple lucl 38 that
after more than 30 years of in-
LenAive research on power
Iines and EMYF, and receni. ox-
aminatinn of that hady of re-
gearch by our country's most
prestigiovs government re-
search organizatieng, there is
no evidence of health effects
{rom power lines oF eXposurs
to EMF, over at high levels.

The Nuetional Inatitute of
Environmental Health Sei-
ence in its June 19989 report
gtates, "The sciontific evi-
dence suggesting that EMF
exposurcs pose any health
riek is weak.” 1t also states.
“Wirtunily all of the laboratory
evidenece in animals and hu-
raana, and most of the mecha-
nistic work done in eells, fuils
to support a causal relation-
ghip betwesn esxposure 1o
EMF at environmental levels
and changes in biclogical
function or disease statos.”

Unfortunately, even these
ecientific findinge do not stnp
opponents from alleging pre-
cisely the opposite. We all
must recognize that oppo-
nents are arguing their per-
sonal epinions about EMF
againet the overwhelming sci-
entific facts established by our
nation'’s most respected med-
ical and public health inatitu-
Ehona.

i Pam Graika
Engineer Manager of
Environmental Programs
Northern States PmlEﬂr
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